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A ‘civic mission’ for the 
university: history, 

international trends and  
institutional responses 



Civic    
mission  (Philosophical context) 

   

Engaged   
scholarship  (Conceptual umbrella)   

Practice frameworks 
for engaged scholarship 



A brief history  
of the university 

‘civic mission’ 



Strengthening capacity  
to engage:  

Teaching old dogs new tricks? 



Different types of knowledge  

 Collective cultural  
 Individual local  
 Political  
 Expert 



Engaged scholarship 

•  Crosses disciplinary boundaries 
•  Participatory 
•  Reflective 
•  Action orientated and solutions focused 
•  Quality is both academically defined 

and socially accountable 





Practice frameworks for 
engaged scholarship 



UQ Boilerhouse  
Community based 

participatory research 



Engaged scholarship 
 International trends and  

institutional responses 



Michael Cuthill 

Director, UQ Boilerhouse  
Community Engagement Centre 

m.cuthill@uq.edu.au  

www.uq.edu.au/boilerhouse  


